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Gandai’s Sakkora News is an email newsletter made for Iwate Alumni to let you know

about events directed towards you, as well as the state of affairs here at Iwate University.
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International alumni of Iwate University, it’s been a while!

At this time, we would like to thank you very much for registering your contact
information.

We are very pleased that we will be able to once again have a connection with everyone

in the Iwate University International Office.

Now, where to begin? Morioka, as well as Iwate prefecture, has entered the fall season.
Mornings and evenings have gotten colder; the temperature has already entered the single
digits... The trees on campus have also begun to change into lovely red and yellow colors.

You can’t go a single day without taking in the beauty of the fallen leaves.

Of course, fall also brings with it a seasonal palette (Sanma, Kuri, Nashi, etc.) for you to

enjoy! (by Int. Office’s Yamashita)

In the blink of an eye, the seasons make their rounds; time passes so quickly, doesn’t it?

With that said, here is what has happened at Iwate University, from early summer to



present!
Everyone, please enjoy!!

[1. Graduate’s Association Subdivision Founding]

In 2018, we finally started creating Graduate Association subdivisions in each country!
When the Graduate’s Association confirms a division application, Iwate University sends
a commemorative plaque for the new office. So far, we have established 4 divisions, and
at every location we were able to award one of these commemorative plaques. Please read

the following report for more details!

wForeign Study Abroad Graduate Association: Mongolia Branch, Xi’an Branch,
Changchun Branch
https://iuic.iwate-u.ac.jp/cgi-bin/news.cgi?f1=1537427557 &f2=staff

While University President Iwabuchi was visiting partnership schools in Mongolia and
China, he presented official establishment plaques to the representatives of the Mongolia,
Xi’an, and Changchun branches. On September 4" at Mongolian University of Science
and Technology, a plaque was presented to Branch Representative Gunjee Zorig
(Mongolian University specially-appointed Professor) and a celebration was held with
graduates residing in Mongolia. At the celebration, students from the Science and
Engineering department, students enrolled in the United Graduate School of Agricultural
Sciences, and participants of the Sakura Science Program gave reports on their research
and current projects. You could really feel the effort the graduates have put into their

research.

Also, on September 5", representatives from the National University of Mongolia,
Northwest Agriculture and Forestry University, and Iwate University attended a research
symposium in Ulaanbaatar. There, guests Mr. Zhang Zhiyi (Northwest A&F University
Professor) and Mr. Wang Zepeng (Northwest A&F University Lecturer) were presented
with the Xi’an division commemorative plaque. Representative Mr. Zhang Zhiyi stated
that apart from 7 Iwate graduates working at Northwest A&F University, there are
currently many students studying abroad at Iwate University. Because of this, he
expressed that he would like to strengthen the graduate network between the two schools

and is greatly anticipating upcoming initiatives from the newly founded division.



After concluding the visit at our Mongolian partnership school, President Iwabuchi
presented Jilin University representative Mr. Zhao Lanpo with a commemorative plaque
at the university’s 70" anniversary ceremony. On that day, President Iwabuchi was
introduced to 12 graduates and their families during the festivities. Of these graduates,
some were currently working for the Jilin Academy of Agricultural Sciences, while others
were working in positions within the Agriculture department and Jilin University. Others
were working at Guangxi Normal University, visiting Changchun for the 70" anniversary
ceremony. President Iwabuchi, as well as teachers and staff from our Agricultural
department, shared stories and fond memories with the graduates, which made the night

itself a fond memory for everyone.

On this trip, the Mongolia, Xi’an, and Changchun branches were officially established.
The team from Iwate University that visited the respective universities were lucky to be
able to experience first hand the great effort all of the graduates put into their work each
day, and we believe that it will be a major driving force in the future development of our

university, and greatly influence our thinking going forward.

Y Iwate University Alumni Association of Thailand

In August, Global Education Center Associate Prof. Hirai, Department of Science and
Engineering Associate Prof. Daibou, and Ms. Koshida of the International Office attended
the Study Abroad Fair in Bangkok, Thailand. At the event, they presented Mr. Narongsak
Pitchayapisut, an Iwate University alumni, with the commemorative plaque for the new
Thailand branch office. Mr. Narongsak, as well as fellow alumni Mr. Saenyot
Khanuengchat were kind enough to help the Iwate University PR booth during the fair.
Ms. Koshida had this to say about the two alumni:

“Those two were so helpful! They took it upon themselves to explain Iwate University to
those attending with such zeal and enthusiasm. I am truly grateful for the ability and effort

of those alumni”.

While we were not able to hold a celebratory event for the establishment of the Thailand

branch, we definitely want to if given another opportunity.

YPeople Thinking of Establishing a Branch
An application must be submitted in order to establish a branch. So please, send

information to Iwate University’s International Office if you want to get involved. We



will be waiting!

https://iuic.iwate-u.ac.jp/14_soturyu/index.html

[2. Alumni Focused Events Implementation]

¥ From Iwate University’s United Graduate’s Association: Study Abroad Graduate
Participation in 11" “Graduate* Alumni Banquet with the President”

On Sunday July 28%, 2018, the 11" annual “Graduate * Alumni Banquet with the President”
was held at the Tokyo Garden Palace Hall in Tokyo. This was the first time international
graduates were graciously invited to participate in the festivities. At the event, starting
with the President, various reports about the university’s current initiatives were given to
the alumni and graduates, and they further exchanged opinions about the initiatives. After
that, everyone from a wide range of generations came together to deepen their friendships
with each other. 3 of the participating international graduates were even able to reunite
with their old professors. To end the wonderful night, everyone sang the university
anthem together! It was as if in that moment, everyone was taken back to the time when

they were a student.

The Graduate Banquet is held every year, and it will be held in October in next year, so
if circumstances permit, please think about attending. (The International Office staff also

participates in and supports the event!)

In early October, Iwate University participated for the first time in the Phnom Penh
Study Abroad Fair in Cambodia. Iwate University Vice President Uemura Matsuo and
Head of the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Professor Hiyane Akira,
and others attended the fair. Cambodian study abroad students are rare; however, our
attendees were able to meet 2 Iwate graduates.

The first was Mr. MAM, Amnot, a graduate from the United Graduate School of
Agricultural Sciences. Mr. Amnot is currently working as Vice Minister of the Cambodian
Ministry of Forests, Agriculture, and Fishery. The other was Mr. PEN Bunthoeun. Mr.
Bunthoeun is also a graduate of the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, as
part of the Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine Program, and made
the trip to Phnom Penh from his home in Siem Reap. Both of them work and utilize their

abilities in the Agricultural field every day.

We here at Iwate University deeply enjoy hearing about the lives and activities of our



graduates, even more so if we are able to meet in person. We hope that in the future, when

our team visits your country, they are able to meet with you and hear your story.

[3. Future Events]

YePlans to visit Japanese School in Malaysia

In early December, we have plans to visit Pusat Bahasa Teikyo in Malaysia. Malaysia
residents, you will certainly join in, yes? Anyone that has an interest in participating,

please get in touch with the Iwate University International Office.

YIwate University 70" Anniversary

Next year will be Iwate University’s 70" anniversary, and we plan to hold various
different ceremonies. In November, we plan to hold an International Symposium, and at
the same time, we aim to found more Study Abroad Graduate Association branches!!
Please stay tuned for more information about Iwate University’s 70" anniversary in future

editions of this newsletter.d'

The Ihatov Foundation has also started accepting for the “Iwate University 70
Anniversary Commemoration Project Fund”

* % % % X %

Iwate University Thatov Foundation is a general foundation that aims to widely expand
the whole university’s educational research and student support, and to help the education
of the students who were affected from the East Japan great earthquake. The way that this
fund is organized is receiving support from many people from companies, organizations,

and individuals.

To all alumni, parents, faculty, and also anyone affiliated with our school who has given
us support, we would like to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for understanding
our goal establishing this image towards our university.

Iwate University Thatov Foundation HP:

https://www.iwate-u.ac.jp/ihatovkikin/

* % % % X %

[4. Mini Column (Garden Party, Summer Vacation Activities)])

Korean Iwate University study abroad student Mr. Lee Sehoon (in cooperation with the
Chairman of the Iwate University Study Abroad Student Association), gave his thoughts
about hosting the “Garden Party.” Please read about it at the website below!



Iwate University International Exchange Website
https://iuic.iwate-u.ac.jp/cgi_data/mews/staff 1534750957 filel.pdf
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Thank you for reading to the very end!

Look forward to the next one!

Iwate University International Office Alumni International Student Page

http://iuic.iwate-u.ac.jp/english/14 soturyu/index.html



