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Gandai’s Sakkora News is an email newsletter made for Iwate Alumni to let you know

about events directed towards you, as well as the state of affairs here at Iwate University.
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[5. Mini-Column (about the Kimono Experience)]
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¥ English¢

Iwate University International Alumni, it has been quite a while! This is the Gandai
Sakkora Newsletter, Volume 3!

Our deepest thanks to all the new subscribers of this newsletter. Being able to keep in
touch with all of you makes all of us in the International Office very happy, so again,
thank you!

With the long winter at an end, spring has finally decided to come to Iwate.

Campus was overflowing with spring flowers, such as Cherry blossoms, Crocus, Tulips,
and Daffodils.

Speaking of Cherry blossoms, Hanami!

Has everyone had the chance to attend a Hanami in Japan?

The go-to spot for Iwate University students would have to be... Takamatsu Pond of
course! Even now, plenty of Iwate University students are still going on Hanami with
their friends.

By the way, as someone who looks forward to Dango rather than Cherry Blossoms,

I like Uguisumochi more than Sakuramochi. I just like it so much! The way it looks like
a chubby little Japanese bush warbler, which are already cute by themselves, and the
delicious red bean paste wrapped up inside suit my tastes perfectly. If any of you have the
chance, please give it a try!

As for May, Japan had “Golden Week”, which this year was 10 back to back holidays.
Even in the International Office, everyone had plans, from travelling overseas, to
mountain climbing excursions, to staying indoors and finally getting around to the much
needed spring cleaning.

I attended my brother-in-law’s wedding, and wore a kimono again for the first time in a
while. Personally, I think spring is the perfect season for wearing kimono; it isn’t too hot
or too cold.

Anyways, we have made a lot of progress on the Graduate Association Activities over the
fall to spring period.

We want to share that with you here, so please enjoy!

[1. International Student Alumni Conference Report]

¥ The International Student Alumni Conference was held in Shanghai!

From a joint project between Ph.D. Professor Cong Peihong of Fudan University (PhD in
Engineering, 2002) and the International Office of Iwate University, a total of 45 people,



including Graduates from schools in Shangai, as well as Zhejiang and Jiangsu Provinces,
plus their families gathered with members of the Shanghai-Iwate Society and Iwate
University officials at the Fudan University Fuxuan Hotel to participate in a round table

event.

The round table started with opening remarks from Professor and Chairman Mao Wei
(Masters in Education, 2010), followed by Iwate University President Iwabuchi’s
introduction, viewing some editions of “Gan-Dining”, self-introductions and progress
reports from participants, and the Global Fellow award ceremony. The event was full of

people finally reuniting with old friends, teachers, and mentors.

At the reception, Professor Cong Peihong gave his proposal for an Alumni Branch, and
Ningbo University Deputy Chairman Yang Jianhua (Masters in Humanities and Social
Sciences, 2001) gained the endorsement of fellow participants toward founding a “Chang
San Jiao Branch”. An official report of the event will be released at a later date.

*We have uploaded a summary video of the event. If possible, please give the video a
watch at our official YouTube channel here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wq0glJe AkIM &t=9s

Y International Student Alumni Conference in Malaysia!

On December 2™, 2018, Iwate University Vice President Uemura, International Office
Chief Yamane, and others visited a hotel in the city of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to gather
with 5 Iwate University Alumni. At the event, they discussed the idea of founding a
Malaysia Branch of the International Alumni Association.

Of the participants of the event, many are working in positions related to Japan, such as
Japanese teachers, or as part of Japanese companies operating in Malaysia. Apart from
discussing about the Malaysia Branch, the event had a very friendly atmosphere, with lots

of reminiscing about their time in Japan and at Iwate University.

[2. Report From Each Branch]

In all the various branches, a lot of positive action projects are being carried out.
Organized by fellow alumni, Class Reunion events were held in Morioka as well as Tokyo.
The vice president of Iwate University, Mr. Uemura, as well as the International
Department Manager attended, and everyone was able to have an enjoyable experience.
If you want to hear more about plans for future events or status updates about current

projects within these newsletters, please let us know!



[3. The Voice of International Graduates “It’s been a while, hasn’t it!”’]

Life as an International Student at Iwate University

—Memories of Youth; Eternal Aftinity—

Coéng Péihong

Iwate University Faculty of Engineering, Department of Molecular Chemistry
Doctorate in Material Engineering

Completed in Mar. 2002

Attended Iwate University from Oct. 1997 to May. 2005

Currently: Professor of Polymer Science at Fudan University in China

From the bottom of my heart, I would like to congratulate Iwate University and the
wonderful faculty who work there on their 70th anniversary. I am looking forward to the
next 70 years of progress from Iwate University.

On March 9th, 2019, a round-table conference for Iwate University International
Exchange Graduates was held at the Yanyuan Hotel at Fudan University, located in
Shanghai. I was selected as an Iwate University Global Fellow, and I accepted a Global
Fellow award at the event. I was very happy to see a member of the committee that
reviewed my doctoral dissertation, Professor Iwabuchi, who is the current president of
Iwate University. I was also able to reunite with friends that I had made during my time
as an exchange student. In that moment, the green pastures of Koiwai Farms, the swans
of Takamatsu Pond, the beautiful Cherry Blossom trees on campus, and the faces of the
teachers who earnestly supported me through my research rushed into my mind. I
consider Morioka my second “home town”, and Iwate University as my alma mater. |
have seen Morioka and Iwate University so many times | have lost count; briefly, all I
want to say is “thank you”.

In October of 1997, my younger self wandered into Japan, of which I had long held in
adoration, and entered the Applied Molecular Chemistry Department, and became a
member of Iwate University. I was a graduate student, working in the Mori (Shigeyuki)
laboratory. From there, I completed my Doctoral program, and continued working on
projects as a JSPS researcher.

Then, in May of 2005, I began working at Fudan University in China as part of the
Department of Polymer Science. I was given the incredible opportunity to teach my
students about the fun of research and the joys of life, the same way Dr. Mori had taught
me. In addition, I promote projects as the deputy director of the “National Key Laboratory

of Polymer Engineering and Molecular Processing”.



I have been working in Applied Molecular Chemistry for over 8 years. As I write this, the
4-story Applied Molecular Chemistry Department building, the flowers in the courtyard,
the advanced equipment in the regional joint research center, and the faces of my dear
colleagues, who I am honored to have laughed and worried together with over the years,
spin around in my head. I want to talk about how these various feelings have meshed
together to leave a lasting impression within me.

On October 29th, 1997, I knew very little about Japan, even less about Japanese, and with
anticipation and anxiety constricting my chest, I arrived in Morioka aboard the
Shinkansen. I was assigned to study tribology at the Mori (Shigeyuki) Lab. In the first 3
months, I was unable to perform experiments, or even interact with anyone in the
laboratory; I was nervous, and ended up gaining 5 kilograms. One day, one of my group
members, Mr. Ikari, said, “I will make the sample for you tomorrow!” At about 7am the
next morning, I was absolutely moved to see him making LB membranes for me. From
then on, my research gradually grew easier; my colleagues would teach me experiment
procedures and how to use different lab equipment. One person I cannot thank enough is
Miki Takahashi, another graduate student, who took many days out of their busy life to
revise my very first journal article in Japanese, word by word.

Among all the members of Mori Laboratory, the person who left the strongest impact
within me has to be research assistant Ms. Hojo. She caringly and politely explained
things to me when I completely didn’t understand. I can still remember the all the years
of delicious stew we would eat before our conferences, the taste of the chestnut rice we
brought to our Hanami picnics, or the smell of the stews at our cookouts, as if they all
happened yesterday. She provided a motherly warmth for me, who was separated from
their family. Whenever I had problems, Ms. Hojo was always there to listen. By seeing
her wonderful, smiling face, my problems, little by little, would disappear.

At the end of 2001, I was worrying about what I was to do after finishing my Doctorate.
After discussing it with Prof. Mori, I decided to apply to become a JSPS researcher. For
8 years, from graduate student to JSPS researcher, I am truly indebted to Prof. Mori for
working with me for such a long time. I was not much of an honor student, but Prof. Mori
would always encourage me by saying things like “Cong, you can do it”, which gave me
confidence in myself. Thanks to Prof. Mori, I published over 10 papers in international
journals before I returned to China. Before I finished my doctoral program, I was both
elated and anxious to find out that I was going to have a child. I talked with Prof. Mori
about my research, my child, and my future; I felt peace of mind when he said to me,
“Congratulations, I’1l support you”.

It has been 14 years since I have returned to China. Now, if I have any problems in my



life or with my research, I always talk to Prof. Mori through e-mail. I frequently seek and
take in the advice from my former teacher, Prof. Mori, like a daily multivitamin.

I cannot count the memories I have of Iwate University. The hard working technicians,
the nice international teachers, the strict, yet interesting teachers..., the cherry blossom
viewings, the summer baseball tournament, the fall cookout, the new year’s party, the
university festival, the firework display..., Appi Plateau and Lake Akan, the field trips to
Toshiba and Shiseido, Iwate Park, with cherry blossom trees illuminated at night, or with
fall colors that sway about in the wind...

Studying at Iwate University was and has been very important to me, both for my career
and for my life. [ am very grateful for my Alma Mater, and I want to live life day by day,

and treasure what I have now. I look forward to the day when I can see you again.

This has also been published on the Iwate University International Exchange homepage.
Please take a look (pictures available)

https://www.iwate-u.ac.jp/iuic/

[4. Future Events]

About the “Iwate University International Student Graduates Association Opening
Ceremony & Reception”

This year marks the 70" anniversary of the founding of Iwate University. For this occasion,
we plan to hold a celebratory event titled “The International Symposium” in November
in Morioka. At this event, we also plan to hold the “Iwate University International Student
Graduates Association Opening Ceremony and Reception”. This will happen on
November 14", Thursday afternoon. (¥/-"*)

When the specifics are decided on, we will let everyone know.

If possible, please consider visiting Morioka for this occasion. We look forward to
reconnecting with everyone.

This event is funded by continued support from the Thatov Foundation through the “Iwate
University 70" anniversary Project Fund”.

€ x % % % % %

Iwate University Thatov Foundation is a general foundation that aims to widely expand
the whole university’s educational research and student support, and to help the education
of the students who were affected from the East Japan great earthquake. The way that this
fund is organized is receiving support from many people from companies, organizations,

and individuals.



To all alumni, parents, faculty, and also anyone affiliated with our school who has given
us support, we would like to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for understanding
our goal establishing this image towards our university.

Iwate University Thatov Foundation HP:

https://www.iwate-u.ac.jp/thatovkikin/
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[5. Mini-Column (the Kimono Experience)]

At Iwate University, we have hold opportunities for International Students to experience
wearing Kimono 2 times a year. How did it feel for you the first time you wore Kimono?
Zheng Jie (Enrolled as an International Student at Iwate University to March, 2019), will
explain.

To me, “Furisode” has left me with two strong impressions. The first is that they are
extremely beautiful. The second is that they are extremely expensive. I have worn “Yukata”
before, however wearing “Furisode” has only been something I could do in my dreams.
Thanks to the Kimono Experience event, I was finally able to personally experience
wearing “Furisode”.

The Kimono instructors graciously came from far away to Iwate University to provide us
with this experience. They brought many, very beautiful Kimono with them. Each of the
patterns were different, and with the price of the belt included, came close to 1,000,000
yen!

One Kimono instructor brought an unfinished Kimono with them, and she showed us the
different Kimono characteristics. She then gave us beautiful calendar to us as a gift.
Everyone chose the Kimono they liked the most, and the instructors helped us put them
on, and properly affix the belt. It was a little tight around my stomach, however when |
looked in the mirror and saw how elegant it looked, that tight feeling completely
disappeared. The time I had to wear the Kimono was short. The second I took it off I felt
released. After that, my feelings turned to reluctance to part with the Kimono I had worn.
I wanted to buy the Kimono right then, and wear it home.

However, because it was so expensive, no matter how much I liked it, it was still going

to be beyond the reach of my poor person hands...

[6. Other]
¥« The Iwate University International Exchange Homepage Renewal
In April 02019, we made improvements to our homepage. The site now supports viewing



on smartphones.
We are also renewing the Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and English language versions of

the site, so please take a look!

https://www.iwate-u.ac.jp/iuic/

Thank you for reading to the very end!

Look forward to the next one!

Iwate University International Office Alumni International Student Page

http://iuic.iwate-u.ac.jp/english/14 soturyu/index.html



